BROADCASTING TECHNOLOGY

SOCIAL MEDIA ACCEPTABLE USE AGREEMENT
Online communication is a critical skill for the 21st century learner.  Social media sites such as Facebook, Twitter, and blogs can offer an authentic, real-world vehicle for student expression.  As educators, our primary responsibility to students is their safety.  
This acceptable use agreement is in effect for the Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High School Media Production program under the instruction of teacher Reade Whinnem.  This acceptable use agreement has not been adopted for school or district wide use at this time.  

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS:

· The use of any social media, blogs, podcasts, or other online communication for classroom purposes is considered an extension of the classroom.  Therefore, speech that is considered inappropriate in the classroom is also inappropriate in online communication.  This includes, but is not limited to, bullying, profanity, or racist, sexist, or discriminatory remarks.

· Students will not communicate with school district employees on a personal level by contacting on Twitter, adding teachers as friends on Facebook, or through other electronic communication tools.  Students may contact teachers for communication regarding classroom activities.

· Students using social media, blogs, podcasts, etc are expected to act safely by keeping all personal information out of their posts.  Students will not share private information about themselves or others such as addresses, phone numbers, personal email accounts, or any other information that could give their location or identity away.  

· Students using online tools agree not to share their username or passwords with anyone other than the supervising teacher and their parents.  
· Students will only post photos that are school appropriate.  

· Students are personally responsible for the content they publish.  Students should be mindful that what is published will be public for a long time.  

· Students who do not abide by these terms and conditions may lose their right to take part in the project and/or may be subject to disciplinary consequences appropriate to misuse.

TEACHER REQUIREMENTS:

· The use of any social media, blogs, podcasts, or other online communication for classroom purposes is considered an extension of the classroom.  Therefore, speech that is considered inappropriate in the classroom is also inappropriate in online communication.  This includes, but is not limited to, bullying, profanity, or racist, sexist, or discriminatory remarks.

· Teachers will not communicate with school district students on a personal level by contacting on Twitter, adding students as friends on Facebook, or through other electronic communication tools.  Teachers may contact students for communication regarding classroom activities.
· Teachers should not “friend” students currently enrolled at the high school where they teach.

· Teachers will provide guidance to students as they make use of telecommunications and electronic resources in the classroom.

· Teachers will monitor social media content and social media tools used for school district purposes.

· Social media projects are optional assignments, and the teacher will provide alternate assignments for any student(s) who do(es) not have permission to use the internet.

· Teachers will not work on personal social networking sites during student contact time.

· Teachers will not share private information about students such as addresses, phone numbers, personal email accounts, or any other information that could give the student’s location or identity away.

· Teachers will provide to their supervisor/administrator records of all school related usernames and passwords so that if necessary, that supervisor can access online accounts, check content, and add or remove posts.

· Teachers who do not abide by the above rules will be subject to disciplinary action as per contract.

Please sign below to acknowledge acceptance of the above rules.

STUDENT SIGNATURE _______________________________________ DATE ___________

TEACHER SIGNATURE _______________________________________ DATE ___________

PARENT SIGNATURE _________________________________________ DATE __________

Contact:

Reade Scott Whinnem

Media Production Teacher

Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High School

210 Station Avenue

South Yarmouth, MA 02664

(508) 398-7665

whinnemr@dy-regional.k12.ma.us
DYMedia1 on YouTube & Twitter

