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Please keep this document in your English notebook. 
 

 

An Overview: 
 

Literature can serve many purposes, but two reasons rise above the others.  First, the written 

word can bring us an enormous amount of pleasure.  Literature can transport us through time and 

space.  It can take us to worlds too fantastic for the actual world to accommodate.  It can allow us 

to read minds.  With minimal effort on our part, literature can take us into worlds more thrilling, 

more dangerous, and more romantic than our normal daily lives.  One of the things that I will try 

to foster in you is an appreciation for and (hopefully) a love for reading. 

 

Second, literature can explore and expose truths about the human condition. In this course, we 

will use a variety of texts to investigate ourselves and our society.  We will deal with many 

complex ideas, such as empathy, justice, mercy, identity, good, evil, happiness, interdependence, 

belonging, and family.  However, literature does not exist in a vacuum; it is inexplicably tied to 

society.  In addition to reading literature, we will look at universal themes, historical context, and 

societal implications of a work.  To deepen understanding of a text, we will work with primary 

sources, poetry, short stories, and non-fiction that are thematically or historically tied to the 

literature.  We will also study vocabulary words from the literature we read to deepen your 

reading comprehension and to increase your knowledge of the English language. 

 

 

Coursework May Include: 
 

To demonstrate your understanding of the literature and themes, you will complete oral 

presentations, write reader-response logs and essays, create a cumulative writing portfolio and 

many other projects.  Additionally, you will participate in multiple opportunities to practice D-

Y’s Core Values and Learning Expectations.  We will focus on communicating appropriately and 

effectively through reading and writing.  To reach proficiency in writing, you will complete open 

response questions, process pieces, and timed writes. Our focus will be on writing and 

supporting thesis statements with evidence as well as improving fluency. To reach proficiency in 

reading, you will actively read poems, short stories, and novels. When we actively read, you will 

find main ideas, compare and contrast, detect bias, make connections, and build vocabulary.  

 

 

“The human race is filled with passion. 
Medicine, law, business, engineering—these are 
noble pursuits and necessary to sustain life. 
But poetry, beauty, romance, love… these 
are what we stay alive for.” 

-Robin Williams 
Dead Poets Society 

Facilitator:  Mr. Whinnem 
Phone:  508-398-7630 (room 416) 

email: whinnemr@dy-regional.k12.ma.us 
mrwhinnem.weebly.com 

DYMedia1 on YouTube, Twitter, & Facebook 
 



Materials: 
 

Each day for this class you will need: 

 

 Your notebook, where you will keep track of your observations 

 A folder to keep all handouts. (We will maintain a class folder where you can keep 

materials) 

 Your IPad, charged and ready for use 

 A writing implement such as a pen or pencil 

 A highlighter 
 

The teacher may lower your professionalism grade for any day that you are not fully prepared. 

 

Grading: 
 

The D-Y School District has invested significant resources to provide you with access to your 

grades. It is your responsibility to regularly monitor the Plus Portal, to keep track of your 

grades, and to see me about any concerns. If you are having trouble logging in to Plus Portal, 

immediately seek out someone (a teacher, an admin team member, etc.) who can help you solve 

the problem! 

 

Grades will be assessed using a points system. The list below gives approximate point values for 

various assignments.   

 

 Homework – 1-3 pts each assignment, entered into gradebook roughly every 10 class days 

 Quizzes 10-25 pts 

 Professionalism/ Participation/Preparation 50 pts (25 at mid term, 25 at term end) 

 Tests 50 pts 

 Oral presentations - 50 pts 

 Small Essay (ORQ) - 50 pts 

 Long Comp Rough Draft or Outline - 25 pts 

 Long Comp First Draft - 50 pts 

 Long Comp Final Draft - 100 pts 

 Major Project - 100 pts 
 

Many assignments (homework, classroom activities) will be graded on a check system.  For a ten 

point assignment, that would break down as follows 
 

  +     equals 10 (full credit, usually reflects full effort) (for homework, equals 3) 

         equals 8 (mostly completed, minor mistakes) (for homework, equals 2) 

  -      equals 5 (half credit, more effort needed)  (for homework, equals 1) 

  0        equals 0 (minimal/no effort)   (for homework, equals 0) 

 

All major (typed) work should follow MLA format.  I will provide guidelines for this format.  

All typed work must also be double spaced with 1 inch margins and using 12 pt Arial, Calabri, or 

Times New Roman font.   

 

Late work: 
 

Assignments should be printed and ready to hand in at the bell at the start of class on the 

day that it is due. Please do not ask to use class time to print assignments. If for any reason 

(including absence from class) any assignment is not turned in on time, a “0” automatically is 



earned and entered into the grade book. The assignment will remain a “0” until the work is 

handed in, and in most cases deductions for lateness will apply. 

 

Late essays or major assignments will be deducted 10 points per class day. Assignments turned 

in after 5 class days will be given half credit. As you should know from Math class, half credit is 

much, much better than no credit, and in many cases will make the difference between passing 

and failing. If you have an extenuating circumstance, please see me as soon as possible so that 

we can address the issue.    

 

Professionalism: 
 

As students prepare to live and succeed in a demanding and competitive world, they need to 

learn and practice professional attitudes and actions. With that in mind, students are expected to 

practice punctuality (in both class-time and handing in assignments), positive attitudes, following 

the classroom and school rules, and being respectful to peers and teachers. In a demanding and 

competitive world, the person who: 

 

 who gets things done on time 

 who has everything ready at the start of the meeting 

 who checks their work for errors 

 who, when faced with a problem, finds a solution or work around without involving the 

boss 

 who finds ways to submit major assignments even when they are absent 

 who, when absent, proactively finds out what work was missed and makes sure it gets 

done promptly 

 who takes ownership for their work and their actions 

 

gets hired and stays hired. Put simply, school is practice for joining the workforce during 

adulthood. True, a body of knowledge about your world and culture will make you a happier and 

more interesting person, but the day to day nuts and bolts of school is about practicing for 

success in a demanding and competitive world. 

 

Plagiarism:   
 

Plagiarism is lying, plagiarism is theft, and plagiarism is cheating.  Plagiarism will tarnish a 

reputation, and it can destroy a career.  I expect that all the work you turn in to this course is 

yours and yours alone (or has been properly cited).  We will spend class time digging deeper into 

this topic.  

 

Cellphone/Personal Electronic Device Policy: 
 

It is getting increasingly more difficult to navigate the modern world without a smartphone. 

However, these devices can be addictive, and when used inappropriately they interfere with 

learning. Part of my job as an educator is to teach you appropriate and courteous use of your 

PED. Please keep the following in mind when in my classroom: 

 

 Your phone should never be out during class time unless you have been given permission 

by the instructor. 

 The school has issued you an iPad. If you bring it to class and keep it charged, you will 

not need to use your phone for any assignments in this class. Your phone is not a 

substitute for your iPad. 



 If your phone is out without permission, you will be given a cellphone slip and will be 

written up to the main office. 

 After four cellphone slips, the instructor will be calling home and speaking with 

Guidance for a meeting regarding this issue. 

 If you have a family emergency that requires you to monitor your phone, please let the 

instructor know and we’ll make accommodations. 

 

Expectations for Behavior: 
 

The following list details the expectations that I have for student behavior in class.  If at any 

time a student feels that s/he has been treated unfairly, I urge him/her to approach me to 

discuss the matter.  In addition to these rules, students should familiarize themselves with the 

student handbook regarding school expectations for appropriate behavior. 

 

1. Personal Electronic Devices (cellphones, smartphones, IPods, etc.) should only be 

used for class purposes, and proper courtesy should be shown at all times. 
 

2. All students are expected to show up for class on time.  If you are tardy to class, 

please enter quietly and hand the teacher either 1) a yellow pass from a staff member or 

2) a green tardy slip.  The tardy slip should be filled out before you enter the classroom. 

 

3. All students should access the classroom using the main doors of the library and the 

doorway located at the back of the library near the writing lab.  While this is a 

roundabout route, it is necessary for security reasons. 

 

4. All students leaving the classroom must have a pass.  All passes must be written in 

pen.  Students should fill out the sign out log before they leave and sign back in 

when they return. 

 

5. Respect the library!  Maintain a respectful quiet.  Be courteous of the librarians. Put 

things back where you found them. 

 

6. Always be on task.  In media class, time is money, and each class is a blank check! 

 

 

Violation of the above rules will result in one or more of the following: 

 

Verbal Warning 

Adjustment of the professionalism grade 

Detention 

Parental Contact 

Restriction of building privileges 

Student-Teacher conference 

Meeting with assistant principal/parent/counselor 


