Macbeth Act I Study Guide: Whinnem



Name: _____________________________________

Period: _____________________

Directions: We will read most of this novel in class and complete other worksheets.  It is your responsibility to complete the study guide questions after we finish reading each act/scene.  The questions will always be due the class immediately following the finishing of an act/scene.  If you are absent, you will be expected to keep up with the reading.  If you forget your book at school you can go to the website (http://shakespeare.mit.edu/macbeth/full.html) to read it online or print.  

There will be a quiz on each act of Macbeth, and a final test at the end (as well as other assessments).  YOU WILL BE ALLOWED TO USE THIS STUDY GUIDE ON YOUR QUIZZES, BUT NOT YOUR FINAL TEST.
Literary devices/concepts you will need to know:  for each of the following, write out the definition and give a specific example from the text

1.  Definition of Motif:


Example:




Scene __________  Spoken by __________________________ Line # ______________

2.  Definition of Dramatic Irony:

Example:




Scene __________  Line # ______________

3.  Definition of Foil:

Example:  __________________________ is a foil for __________________________ .




Scene __________    __________________________ Line # ______________

4.  Definition of Elision:

Example:




Scene __________  Spoken by __________________________ Line # ______________

Act I Study Questions
1. Where, and in what scene, do the witches meet Macbeth and Banquo?

2. Who, and in what scene, reports the news of the outcome of the battle to King Duncan?

3. How (specifically) does Macbeth kill Macdonwald?

4. What does the king order to be done to the Thane of Cawdor?

5. In scene III, after greeting Macbeth as Thane of Glamis, what two prophecies do the witches make? 

6. What prophecy do the witches give Banquo in scene III? 
7. What is Inverness?
8. In scene V, lines 15-19, what fears does Lady Macbeth express about Macbeth’s character?

9. What does King Duncan declare before heading to Inverness that disturbs Macbeth?

10. What is ironic about the king’s arrival at Inverness?

11. Macbeth complained that he had “no spur to prick the sides of [his] intent.” Lady Macbeth acts as that spur, proposing what plan? 

12. How does Lady Macbeth manipulate Macbeth into acting out her plan?

