Macbeth Act II Study Guide: Whinnem



Name: _____________________________________

Period: _____________________

Directions: We will read most of this novel in class and complete other worksheets.  It is your responsibility to complete the study guide questions after we finish reading each act/scene.  The questions will always be due the class immediately following the finishing of an act/scene.  If you are absent, you will be expected to keep up with the reading.  If you forget your book at school you can go to the website (http://shakespeare.mit.edu/macbeth/full.html) to read it online or print.  

There will be a quiz on each act of Macbeth, and a final test at the end (as well as other assessments).  YOU WILL BE ALLOWED TO USE THIS STUDY GUIDE ON YOUR QUIZZES, BUT NOT YOUR FINAL TEST.

Literary devices/concepts you will need to know:  for each of the following, write out the definition and give a specific example from the text

1A.  Motif:  In Act 1 we saw the motif of contradiction, suggesting that things are very different from how they appear.  Give an example from Act II of this same motif being used:

Example:

Scene __________  Spoken by _____________________ Line # ____________
1B. There is a second motif threaded through Act II, that of blood (and blood stains).  Give an example of this motif at work:


Example:



Scene __________  Spoken by _____________________ Line # ____________

2.  Definition of metaphor:

Example:



Scene __________  Spoken by _____________________ Line # ____________

3.  Definition of personification:

Example:  



Scene __________  Spoken by _____________________ Line # ____________

4.  Definition of imagery:

Example:




Scene __________  Spoken by _______________________ Line # ____________
Act II Study Questions

1. What is the entire plan for murder?

2. Who will be blamed for the murder?

3. Describe the object Macbeth imagines that he sees. (scene I, lns 33-47)

4. Why couldn’t Lady Macbeth kill Duncan herself?

5. Why does Lady Macbeth end up with the daggers? What does she do with them?

6. When Macbeth thinks about washing Duncan’s blood from his hands, what does he say?

7. In contrast, what does Lady Macbeth say about washing the blood from her hands?

8. a.) In scene III, Macduff and Lennox come to fetch the king. According to Lennox, what unusual events occurred during the preceding night?

b.) How do these things relate to the theme that the Great Chain of Being should not be violated?
9. After Macduff has discovered the slain king, Macbeth rushes in and kills the two servants. What reason does he give for doing this? How does this differ from the original plan?

10. What do Malcolm and Donalbain, Duncan’s sons decide to do after learning of their father’s death, and why do they decide to take this action? (lines 122-133)

11. At the end of scene IV…

a.) who is believed to have killed Duncan? 
b.) who is believed to have bribed the murderers?
c.) who is named king of Scotland?


