Macbeth Act III Study Guide: Whinnem



Name: _____________________________________

Period: _____________________

Directions: We will read most of this novel in class and complete other worksheets.  It is your responsibility to complete the study guide questions after we finish reading each act/scene.  The questions will always be due the class immediately following the finishing of an act/scene.  If you are absent, you will be expected to keep up with the reading.  If you forget your book at school you can go to the website (http://shakespeare.mit.edu/macbeth/full.html) to read it online or print.  

There will be a quiz on each act of Macbeth, and a final test at the end (as well as other assessments).  YOU WILL BE ALLOWED TO USE THIS STUDY GUIDE ON YOUR QUIZZES, BUT NOT YOUR FINAL TEST.

Literary devices/concepts you will need to know:  for each of the following, write out the definition and give a specific example from the text


1.  Definition of Soliloquy:

Example:  



Scene __________  Spoken by _____________________ Line # ____________

2.  Definition of Aside:

Example:  



Scene __________  Spoken by _____________________ Line # ____________

3.  What are the major differences between a soliloquy and an aside?

4.  Motif:  In Act 1 we saw the motif of contradiction, and in Act 2 we saw the motif of blood and blood stains.  There is a third motif threaded through Act 3, that of the contrast between light and dark.  Give an example of this motif at work:


Example:




Scene __________  Spoken by _____________________ Line # ____________

5.  In Act 1 we talked about how Banquo serves as Macbeth’s foil.  Act 3 Scene I shows Banquo and Macbeth together again.  In this scene, how does Banquo’s behavior again contrast with Macbeth’s?
6.  Definition of verbal irony:

Example:




Scene __________  Spoken by _______________________ Line # ____________


Act III Study Questions

1.  In Act III, Scene I, Macbeth, who is now king, reminds Banquo of the banquet that evening. Macbeth is then alone with his thoughts. What does Macbeth mean by “to be thus is nothing, but to be safely thus” (ln 48)?

2.  What are two reasons for Macbeth’s fears about Banquo’s character (lns 49-72)?

3.  What is Macbeth’s main reason for wishing to be rid of Banquo (lns 49-72?

4.  Macbeth meets with two murderers. What does he ask them to do (lns 130-142)?

5.  What does Lady Macbeth mean by what she says in Scene II, lines 6-9)?  “Nought's had, all's spent/Where our desire is got without content/Tis safer to be that which we destroy/Than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy.”

6. Are the murders entirely successful? Why or why not?

7.  What appears to Macbeth at the banquet (Scene IV)?

8.  What is Macbeth’s reaction to this sight, which he alone can see?

9.  What explanations does Lady Macbeth give for her husband’s behavior?

10.  What does Macbeth mean when he says, “My strange and self-abuse/Is the initiate fear that wants hard use:/We are yet but young in deed” (lines 174-176)?

11.  In scene VI, Lennox and a lord discuss the events in Scotland. What do we learn about Malcolm and Macduff?

12.  How has Macbeth changed since the beginning of the play?


