Macbeth Act IV Study Guide: Whinnem


Name: _____________________________________

Period: _____________________

Directions: We will read most of this novel in class and complete other worksheets.  It is your responsibility to complete the study guide questions after we finish reading each act/scene.  The questions will always be due the class immediately following the finishing of an act/scene.  If you are absent, you will be expected to keep up with the reading.  If you forget your book at school you can go to the website (http://shakespeare.mit.edu/macbeth/full.html) to read it online or print.  

There will be a quiz on each act of Macbeth, and a final test at the end (as well as other assessments).  YOU WILL BE ALLOWED TO USE THIS STUDY GUIDE ON YOUR QUIZZES, BUT NOT YOUR FINAL TEST.

Literary devices/concepts you will need to know:  for each of the following, write out the definition and give a specific example from the text

1.  Definition of Foreshadowing:
How is the chestnut speech by the first witch (Act I, Scene III, lines 4-30) an 
example of foreshadowing?  


What other events in Macbeth were foreshadowed and how?
2.  Look up the definition for the following two terms: 
1.  Obfuscation:
2.  Ambiguity:

How can obfuscation be used to convey a lie without actually telling a lie?  Give an example, 


either from the text or from real life.
How can ambiguity be used to convey a lie without actually telling a lie?  Give an example, 


either from the text or from real life.

In your opinion, are obfuscations and ambiguities lies?  Why or why not?

3.  In Act II we talked about the literary device of imagery.  Give three strong examples of imagery from Act IV.

Example 1:  


Scene __________  Spoken by _____________________ Line # ____________

Example 2:  


Scene __________  Spoken by _____________________ Line # ____________

Example 3:  


Scene __________  Spoken by _____________________ Line # ____________

4.  In Act III we talked about the literary device of verbal irony.  Give an example of verbal irony from Act IV.
Act IV Study Questions

1. Act IV begins with Macbeth returning to the witches to learn what he can of his future. Three apparitions appear to Macbeth. What are they and what does each give?

Apparition 1:

Apparition 2:


Apparition 3:

2. What effect are the apparitions supposed to have on Macbeth?

3. When Macbeth insists on knowing what the future holds for Banquo’s children, what pantomime of apparitions do the witches show him?

4. After seeing these visions and receiving news that Macduff has fled to England, what resolution does Macbeth make (lns 144-156)?

5. In Scene II, Ross, trying to explain to Lady Macduff why her husband  has fled to England, describes what Scotland is like under Macbeth’s rule. What does Ross say about Macduff (lns 14-17)? What does he say about Scotland (lns 18-22?

6. How is the murder of Lady McDuff different than the other murders?

7. In Scene III, Macduff has come to England to pledge his support to Malcolm. Malcolm, not yet ready to trust Macduff, slanders himself in order to test Macduff’s loyalty. When Macduff makes it clear that his first loyalty is to Scotland, Malcolm knows he can trust him. What plans does Malcolm then reveal to Macduff (lns 147-159)?

8. What news does Ross bring to Macduff?
9. What action will the three men take?
10.  What two reasons does Macbeth have to believe that as king he is nearly invulnerable?

